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the experience of women in prison is not isolated from broader society. policing is also visible in spaces where
prisoners and the public overlap. women’s noncompliance with the expectations of a policed space can have life-

threatening consequences for the officers involved. the relationship between prisoners and police is heavily
policed, and women in prison face a high risk of physical harm and sexual victimization at the hands of officers.
women’s resistance to the officers’ control is often perceived as threatening to the officers and the status quo;
thus, women in prison are often subject to physical and sexual abuse, including rape, from officers [9]. it is very
difficult to locate somebody who has been in prison for 20, 30 or 40 years. it is very rare to find somebody who

has been in prison for 30 or 40 years. most people who are in prison for a long time are somebody else’s
problem. if they are in trouble, you can go to the court and say something about them and the judge will throw
them in jail. this is very rare. usually, if you are in trouble, you have a friend, somebody who is willing to talk to
the judge. they tell the judge what is happening. you are asked to do something and then you get sent to jail. it
is the same with rikers island. if you are somebody’s problem, you are sent to prison and nobody cares about

you. the average is about 2 or 3 years. if they are serving a life sentence, they would have been in prison for 60
or 70 years. a lot of people try to fake a lot of things. they try to say that they were abused, that they were a

victim of child abuse, that they were a victim of child neglect. they try to pretend that they are a victim and that
they didn’t know what was going on. in many cases it is not even a life sentence; it is just a number. they don’t

know what the other numbers mean. they have no idea what the sentence means. it is just a number. it could be
20 years or 30 years.
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the rapid growth of state road building occurred during the decade that followed. in 1910, of the 43,000 convicts
held by state and local authorities, 32,000 were leased to private companies. in addition, many of the new roads
had to be constructed quickly to avoid the harsh winter conditions. unskilled and unskilled laborers were used to
do the work, including as many as two men in each work gang. even though the contract provided for the use of
skilled black labor, only one such group was ever employed, and the entire project was managed by white men.

one convict describes the conditions in which he was forced to work: in the late 1970s, the state of maryland
began to scale back the use of leased convicts, although it continued to employ them for road construction and
other public works projects. this process culminated in the maryland prison system leasing only misdemeanor

inmates to private contractors. beginning in 1978, the rate of new convicts leased to private companies
increased significantly. over the next two years, the maryland state department of legislative services increased

spending on leased convicts by a factor of 10 compared to 1977. as a result, the number of leased convicts in
maryland in 1980 was 3,230, the highest in the nation. by 1984 the number of leased convicts in maryland was

6,855, and over the following three years it continued to climb. in the mid-1980s, the maryland state department
of legislative services issued a report describing some of the prison conditions in maryland. in his testimony

before the state legislature, commissioner george p. mahood of the department of legislative services
complained that the prisons employed too many leased convicts and that the system was inefficient and lacked

quality control. mahood also stated that the use of leased convicts led to excessive violence and inmate
escapes. 5ec8ef588b
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